
Newsletter 

MARCH 2025 

 

 

MARCH 2025 

Bethany Family, 

Making History….Again! 

You can find some treasures if you look in the right places. Some treasures I have found about the 

History of Bethany came from the United Women of Faith Library. For those who haven’t heard, 

Bethany Church was born out of a widow’s Sunday School class organized by Mrs. Holt in 1908. 

There became a desire for more than a Sunday School meeting, so the founders built a brush ar-

bor, a wooden shelter using natural supplies to provide shade. In 1912 a small white church was 

built, and later removed in 1928 to make way for a modern church with a robust sanctuary and 

rooms for Sunday School classes to meet. As the church grew, the need for a full-time pastor 

meant a need for a parsonage. In 1953, the congregation built a modern 8 ½ room parsonage, 

fully furnished and debt-free. A decade later, the folks of Bethany realized they needed more 

space for education and fellowship. Through the leadership of Dewey Sides, chairman of the build-

ing committee, families of Huneycutts, Lowders, and others of course, came together to build a 

modern structure, furnished and ready for the congregation to use. Following a worldwide pan-

demic in 2020, the church family recognized the need for an outdoor space to worship, have par-

ties, fellowship meals, and special events. Our church owes a great debt of gratitude to the Wil-

helm family for their vision and contribution to making the Ryan Wilhelm Memorial Shelter dream 

a reality. Now, in 2025, Bethany is still alive, active, and following Christ just as our church moth-

ers and fathers did before us. Now, with your help, and the leadership of Jeremy Bowers, Chair-

man of the Building Committee, our generation will join the others in making history at Bethany. 

We will build again, a modern connection between the sacred buildings that prior generations 

erected for the Glory of God and for the people of Bethany. Thank you Bethany Church for your 

willingness to give and serve as we seek to follow Christ in the 21st Century, and beyond. 

In Christian Love, 

David 

 

"The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord. And 

in this place I will give peace, declares the Lord!”   ~ Haggai 2:9 

2 ~ Communion Sunday, BYC, UMYF, meet 5:00. Choir at 6:00 

4 ~ Prayer Shawl 10:30, Parish House 

4 ~ Pancake Dinner, 5-7 pm Fellowship Hall 

5 ~ Ash Wednesday 

8 ~ Polar Plunge, Badin Lake 

9 ~ Daylight Savings Time Begins (“Spring forward) 

9 ~ Sunday worship, BYC, UMYF, meet 5:00. Choir at 6:00 

11~ United Women in Faith, Fellowship Hall, 6 pm 

16~ Sunday Worship, BYC, UMYF, meet 5:00. Choir at 6:00 

20~ JOY Club to Rockford, bus leaves 8:30 am 

23~ Sunday Worship, BYC, UMYF, meet 5:00. Choir at 6:00 

26~ Gather Around the Table, volunteers 11:00 

30~ Backpack Buddies meet, 10:30 

When is Easter 

2025?  April 20th 

 

Easter falls on the 

first Sunday after 

the first full moon, 

based on mathematical 

calculations, that falls 

on or after March 21. If the Full Moon is on a Sun-

day, Easter is celebrated on the following Sunday. 

 

(Yes, there are more specific details, but this should answer 

most questions.)  



 Back Pack Buddies will meet Monday, March 

30 to prepare bags for delivery to Richfield 

Elementary School. If you would like to donate, 

checks can be made to Bethany with backpack buddies 

on the memo line or cash placed in the offering plate 

and noted for backpack buddies. Bethany UMC is 

sponsoring Richfield Elementary, If you have any 

questions, please contact Kellie Crump 

(980-439-6363) or Donna Talbert (434-

429-9042).   

 

 

 

 Grace Place—If anyone is interested in helping 

with providing a meal, please contact Kellie 

Crump at 980.439.6363. 

 

 Food Pantry— March is a good month to 

collect non-perishable food items and hygiene 

items for our pantry. There will be a collection 

box in the narthex and fellowship hall for 

donations. 

 

 Bethany’s outdoor pantry gets filled four times 

per week.  If anyone would like to sponsor an 

item for our outdoor food pantry, please contact 

Kellie Crump at 980.439.6363 or ext-

kkcrump@ncdot.gov. 

 

 

 Drink/Can Food Tabs—Central Elementary is 

continuing to collect tabs this year for the Ronald 

McDonald House.    You may leave them in the 

Educational Building kitchen and Linda Rogers 

will get them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Church Directory 

To access the app:  Refer to the app "Instant 

Church Directory"  (it's a white church, with a lime 

green background) and choose to 

download.  Once downloaded, you will 

create a log in, using the email you 

submitted.  From there, you will create a 

password.  This may take a moment or 

two.  Once you're in, enjoy the information!  
 

 

 

JOY Club will travel to the Rockford General 

Store on Thursday, March 20th. This store is over 

100 years old. They make homemade desserts and 

breads. We hope to lunch there as well.  Please 

notice the change of date from Wednesday to 

Thursday. This will allow for more of their baked 

goods to be available. We plan to leave Bethany at 

8:30 am. 

 

 

We will be collecting change for the Pregnancy 

Resource Center this month. Baby 

bottles will be available in the Narthex for 

pick up beginning March 9th. Please turn in 

by March 30th. Thank you for helping 

others. 

Ministry Opportunities 

 

United Women in Faith News (cont’d) 

Cancer Gift Bag Ministry 

The Crusaders Sunday School Class fills the long “list of items” that cancer 

patients may need. The Youth Group designs the 24 bags that we gather 

quarterly with Scriptures, drawings and whatever they feel led to do.   

Then the UWFaith puts the gift bags together and delivers them to the Roy 

M. Hinson Cancer Center in Albemarle. What a wonderful, combined ef-

fort of Bethany outreach.  Thank you, Jackie Jernigan for starting this need-

ed ministry.   

    

Uwharrie United Women in Faith 

Mission Study:  Welcome Home 

Debbie Hinson, Ruth Lovgren and Robin Hinson attended the Uwharrie District UWFaith Mis-

sion Study, Welcome Home.  Through this study we learned that God requires us to shift our 

idea of knowing God as a far and distant overseer to knowing God as an intimate 

close friend who is willing to share the secrets of every day with us.  Our willing-

ness and ability to freely secure ourselves in God’s home is often influenced by 

our lived experiences in our homes.  We made a stole joining how God interacts 

with each of us.  This was my first Mission Study.  It was truly inspiring.  
**** 

 

Upcoming Events: 

April 9, Lenten Luncheon, Rev. Cochran, service 

April 23 Gather Around the Table, MHL Circle 

June 12-14 UWFaith Spiritual Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska 

June 19-22 United Methodist Annual Conference, Lake Junaluska 

Circle meetings: 

Davie Lee Circle delivers Gather Around the Table every 4th Wednesday. 

MHL (Mildred Hall Lowder) Circle meets (4th Tuesday), 6:00 pm. 

Lucille Cranford Circle meets (4th Wednesday), 6:00 pm. 

General Meeting program/Fellowship Hall/ 6pm 

April 8, 2025 – Hostess:  Donna Talbert, Linda Rogers 

Program – Social Principles, Rev. David Cochran 

May 13, 2025 – Hostess:  Linda Rummage 

Program – Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Anya Godwin 

 

In Faith, Love, Action, and Sisterhood  

As we continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus… 

Debbie Hinson, Pres. (980-581-0167 

 



The United Women in Faith will meet in the Fellowship Hall, Tuesday, March 11, 2025, 6 pm 

Refreshments: Robin Hinson and Jo Burleson.  

Program, John P. Murray Community Care Clinic, Chris Vaughn, director.  

Items needed for the Community Care Clinic: 

Medium size bottles Dawn Liquid dish detergent 

Paper towels 

Toilet paper 

If possible, please bring items to the March meeting or leave in the  

 Christian Homemakers Classroom 

 

THANK YOU, Bethany Family for all you do: 

The United Women in Faith continues during 2025 to collect Diapers for the Partnership for Children’s 

Diaper Bank.  If you prefer not to have to purchase the diapers, Susan Crisco has gra-

ciously volunteered to pick them up and deliver them.  Just get your money to Susan!  

Thank you, Susan Crisco!  This diaper outreach is a much-needed project!  Let’s help 

make it BETTER!  

MARCH 2025 

Many thanks to Mildred Hall Lowder Circle and our Church family who helped with the 

meal, Gather Around the Table on Wednesday, February 26.  Guests enjoyed a delicious 

meal of Hawaiian meatballs over rice, green beans, bread and homemade cookies.  The 

MHL circle provides a meal every 4th Wednesday of each month and the Davie Lee Circle 

delivers the bags with a short visit.  If you want to volunteer or donate, please call/text Donna Talbert at 434

-429-9042.  We provided 24 plates to our Bethany family in February.  If you know someone who could use 

a meal of delicious food, let Donna Talbert know. Thank you, Donna & Marty, for coordinating this out-

reach, Bethany volunteers, Richfield volunteers, and Davie Lee Circle. When we deliver the meals it’s nour-

ishment and visitation… it is a wonderful time of ‘being the hands and feet of Jesus’.   

 

JOY Club 

 

JOY Club will travel to the Rockford Gen-

eral Store on Thursday, March 20th. This 

store is over 100 years old. They make 

homemade desserts and breads. We hope 

to lunch there as well.  Please notice the 

change of date from Wednesday to Thurs-

day. This will allow for more of their baked 

goods to be available.  

We plan to leave Bethany at 8:30 am. 

Spring is a very busy time for Special Olym-

pics.   Besides the start of many of our busiest sports 

(Basketball, Swimming, Bowling, Track), it is also when 

we do our major fundraisers for the year.     

March 8th -   Polar Plunge at Badin Lake – Bethany Team had great participation last year 

taking the PLUNGE!    And… WON the coveted golden plunger.   

 This year our Youth are carrying on the tradition… so let’s support them!  

 More importantly, the proceeds go to a great organization.  This is another ministry 

outreach that Bethany continues. Let’s make it BETTER than last year! 

 The Bethany Team is on the Bethany Church Facebook page…just click on the link and donate, go to 

the Stanly Special Olympics site, or Kathy Odell and Ashley Bowers will be glad to take your dona-

tion.   

 Also needed are donations for our Silent Auction and Bake Sale.  

Contact Kathy Odell for more information 704-984-0308  

Bethany Youth 
A huge THANK YOU from Bethany’s Youth for participating in the Valentine Fundraiser.  
Thank you also to the United Women in Faith for providing the yummy desserts. 

 

 



Shut-Ins 
 

Nancy Duke 

1023 Autumn Lane 

New London, NC  28127 

 

LaDonne Hearne 

113 Dogwood Circle 

Hampstead, NC  28443 

910.270.5455 

 

David Horne 

(Susan Crisco’s brother) 

P.O. Box 248 

Pelham, NC  27311-0248 

 

Frances Horne 

(Susan Crisco’s sister) 

c/o Anson Health & 

Rehabilitation  

405 S. Green St. 

Wadesboro NC, 28170 

 

Betty Huneycutt 

c/o Trinity Place 

24724 US-52 

Room C1 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

 
Ruby Lentz  

44009 Hearne Road  

New London, NC 28127  

 

Ava Sigmon  

2210 Goodman Drive  

Albemarle, NC 28001  

Marlene Huneycutt 

128 Lowder Road 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

Maxine Treece 

108 Potomac River Street 

Garner, NC  27529 

Sandy Van Sinderen 

c/o Trinity Place 

24724 US-52 

Room G1 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

College Students 
Mary Beth Bowers 
(Pfeiffer University-living at home) 

2903 Greenwood Park Circle 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

 

Lilly-Ann Wilhelm 
(Stanly Community College- Living 

at home) 

33382 Mann Road 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

 

Lexi Goode 

(UNC-Wilmington) 

5405 Ridgewood Heights Dr. 

Wilmington, NC  28403 

 

Nic Melton 

(UNC-Asheville) 
341 Bulldog Drive 

Asheville, NC  28801 

 

Reid Rutzler 

1034 Clinard Ave 

High Point, NC  27265 

 

Grayson Mullinix 
(Ole Miss– Mike & Debbie’s 

granddaughter) 

115 Northgate Drive 

Luckyday 3613 

University, MS 38677 

 

Jenna Freeman 
(UNC-Charlotte– living at home) 

3287 Woodruff Dr. 

Gastonia, NC  28056 

 

Peighton Boing 
(Stanly Community College- Living 

at home) 
150 Lowder Rd 

Albemarle, NC  28001 

 
Jaylen Gonzalez 

(Peace College) 

Ross Hall, Rm 117 

15 East Peace St 

Raleigh, NC  27604 

Those in Service 
Dane, Tegan, Reagan, and 

Jennings Hatley (Air Force) 

(Deedy Hatley’s son) 

10863 E. Scenic Veranda Dr. 

Vail, AZ  85641 

hatleyaf@yahoo.com 
 

Pvt2 S. C. Hurley 

(Canyon Hurley) 

 

Sharon’s niece: 

Tanya Turner 

26919 Rutherford Road 

Albemarle, NC 28001 

CARD MINISTRY 

           BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
      

  

 2  ~ Nancy Duke 

 8  ~ Aidan Maxey 

 8  ~ Colton Crump 

10 ~ Courtney Lisk 

11 ~ Jerri Dawn Huneycutt 

13 ~ Clint Phillips 

13 ~ Jimmy Barbee 

13 ~ Linda Rogers 

14 ~ Emree Patrick 

21 ~ Samy & Tiffany Lamp 

 

27 ~ David & Beth Tucker 

MARCH 

18 ~ Luna Shealy Dick 

19 ~ Ben Bowers 

19 ~ Richard Hash 

20 ~ Sophia Cranford 

21 ~ BJ Bowers 

21 ~ Mary Beth Bowers 

23 ~ Maxine Treece 

29 ~ Marlene Huneycutt 

 

A Little Bit of History 
 

BREAKING GROUND FOR EDUCATIONAL BUILDING 
 

“Dewey R. Sides, chairman of the building committee, is 

shown above turning the first spade of dirt for a new ed-

ucational building at Bethany Methodist Church. Others 

in the phot are, from left to right, John F. Lowder, one of 

the oldest active members of the church; Dr. W. Jackson 

Huneycutt, superintendent of the Albemarle District who 

conducted the ground-breaking ceremonies; Mrs. Thom-

as N. Aughtry, Church Lay Leader; Richard Stoker, chair-

man of the Official Board; the Rev. David M. Cowart, 

pastor; and James G. Huneycutt, representative of the 

Board of Trustees.” 

 

 

*Thank you, Marlene Huneycutt, for sharing this photo from 

the Stanly News & Press. 


